he naked truth about grids

Grid systems are nice. But you have to understand them well before
iImplementing in your project.
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Who is Andrey:

e Drupal user and developer for over 9 years (D.o. id=920!)
e Mostly into site architecture, themes and consulting.
e Dozens of sites created internationally.

e Happily serving community as drupalsites.net guy.

e There new project to come soon: nood.org, a place to find stock Drupal
themes.

e + my blog: andreys.info with links to twitter, flickr etc.

arg
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Short introduction to grids

For those who don’t use it yet
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Most popular grid systems

¢ 960.gs (http://960.gs/). Usually 12 or 16 column layout.

e Blueprint (http://www.blueprintcss.org/) and Bluetrip (http://bluetrip.org/)
with 24 column layout.

e 1kb Grid (http://www.1kbgrid.com/)

e Golden Grid (http://code.google.com/p/the-golden-grid/)

e and much much more....
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Grid basics: the column

gutter

| |

arg
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Grid basics: CSS sample

-
.container_1 {
width: 80px;
column margin-left: 10px;
margin-rigt: 10px;
float: left;

N, L

gutter
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Grid basics: layout (960.gs markup)

||
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Grid basics: code (960.gs markup)

/
grid_2 grid_10 —_ <div class="container_12">
<div class="grid_2">...</div>
gnas el <div class="grid_10">...</div>
| <div class="clear’>
.grid_12
</div>

-
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Grid basics: code (960.gs markup)

.grid_2

grid_4

e 9

.preﬁx_S

.grid_4

.grid_10

.grid_8

.grid_12

.grid_9

.grid_8

.grid_12

[

-

<div class="container_12">

<div class="grid_2">...</div>
<div class="grid_10">...</div>
<div class="clear’>

</div>

[

\_

<div class="container_12">

<div class="grid_9 prefix_3">...</div>
<div class="clear’>

</div>
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GGrids are nice

e Easy to work with (clear markup)

e |_ayout rules are set for the whole team (designers, coders, themers)

e Great for prototyping

e Easy to replicate

I
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Useful grid resources

e Grid generator for 960.gs, 1k grid, Golden Grid, Simple Grid:
http://www.gridsystemgenerator.com/

e \ariable Grid System, an excellent 960.gs customizer / generator:
http://www.spry-soft.com/qgrids/

e Khoi Vinh and Mark Boulton’s excellent design tutorial, Grids are Good.

e More Mark Boulton sessions at DrupalCon(s) are also nice (just google it).

[ (I
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Comic time! Real life example

There was this building... and a double bed.

12


http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/

The architect: happy!

_— T~

Amazing! We have a
great framework now.

Let’s use It right

away!

| mean everywhere!

13
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The plan: it’s perfect!

l
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The mover guys:

ready and skilled

Let’s do it!
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BSackground voice:

The plan S
reminds of SO

RSLY

mething

It’'s the G

al

D! Wow.
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Well, yes, it’s the grid

||
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BSackground voice:

ne double bed
1t. Why not!

Grids are so multi-
oUrPOSe
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on duty

The mover guys

)
et
@®
D)
O
-
O
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Oops, we’ve blocked terrace access

|

|

arg
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Something Is sticking out
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The result. It’s not only ugly:

Super fancy
sliding doors = are

NO USE NOW.

| |

arg
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The mover guys:

off duty

Hell of a day,
huh?
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What'’s bad about grids

Things you have to keep in mind when using CSS grids
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Grids are not semantic

e Out of the box grids are not semantic at all.

e Hard to read structure (for those who are not familiar)

e May affect mobile device browser behavior

e May affect screenreader rendering

[

22
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Grids are not semantic: fixed

.grid_2

grid_4

.grid_10

.grid_12

.grid_8

[

<div class="container_12" id="page-wrapper”>
<div class="grid_2 sidebar’>...</div>
<div class="grid_10" id="content”>...</div>
<div class="clear”>

<div class="grid_12” id="footer”>...</div>
<div class="clear’>

</div>
\_
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Use case: upgrading old content

e http://www.budapestindex.com/

® The site was created 6 years
ago.

e One of the major points back
then was to fit content on
800x600 screens (as standard for
internet cafes).

e More than 2000 images posted
OVer years.

Budapestindex

o | 150 | con o | s | commmennors

Svdagest $hoppng Guide
Fasrion And Style Huts Of The Oty: Mot Designers, Outfits, Actesscries

Boproretoce com, T saner

i > |

hhw

Badapest hotels and
apartments - online
reservation

KlAD ” |

user login:

Usermame: *

Password: *

[ Log
Create new accoumt

recently updated | acdded:
Freelancers Unite
How old is Budapest?
Voicano in Budapest
400
Wang Mester Komyhdja

recent comments:

this post Is a hittle

| have been in BO8's on

Wow. I'd love them to keep it
Sandals sold at Rakocz! ter market
Unbelievable - trip to heaven!

budapest news:

Ambulance First on Scene at Hoerific
Distnct VIR Tram Crash

Investors optimistic about health of
countrysice wellness hotels

Urility insurance turned on for
Hungarian consumsers afraid of getting
cut off
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Use case: upgrading old content

Main image width is 400px. And
will be kept this size.

4 N

mothers...

groups for g...

IAB size ads and information
banners. And IAB units are really
hard to mix on grids without

some sacrifices.
\_ J

# Shopping: Markets

This category contains the list of Budapest markets,
including those specializing in fresh produce, and the ones

iy T

The market teems with both antiques and rubbish (though,

selling clothing, souvenirs and antiques

some antiques often turn out to be rubbish and vice versa).
There are also a lot of pirated CDs, books and game

cartridges.

XIV. Zichy M. Gt 14 (Varosliget)

A

more shopping:

Delivery
Markets
Malls
Shops

Services &
Specialists

Budapest hotels and
apartments - online
reservation

VI Jokatér. 3

Snippets!

user login:

Username: *

Password: *

Log In

partners:

E—

random S

recently

Freeland
How ode
Volcano
400
Wang M|

recent coj

this pos|
| have bf
Wow. I'd
Sandals
Unbeliey

budapest
Ambulad
District

Investor
country

Utility in
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Use case: 12 column grid

® | et’s try 12 column grid

e Almost fits to grid

¢ \le might loose some nice
existing margins

Budapests

1)
P
E !
E H

’ 2230
- <45 A

FiNE SRl Pl

I.,
i
!
:

—_—
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Use case: 6 column grid fits better

e 6 column will be just enough.

e | arger gutter will look nice to
separate content.

org
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Use case: 6 column grid fits better

e 6 column will be just enough.

e | arger gutter will look nice to
separate content.

e But still... the grid is not so
needed here!

org
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Column count

How many columns we need?
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Columns to consume: 12

image source: 960.9s

NuvoGraphics
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— Perfectly aligned.
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Columns to consume: 12

Gantry Framework — 12 col

image source: 960.9s

~
—" Nothing is aligned.

Why would you need
grid here at all?

J
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Columns to consume:

Lulu — 16 col

Seb
Size
Upt
your
B
Fan,
Pry
You
. Pre
Solt

But what is it
sticking out?

image source: 960.9s

HIDE GRID

Nice example in
general.
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Columns to consume: 24

Blueprint Tests: grid.css

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit,

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, conse
adipisicing elit,

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do elusn
incididunt ut |abore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis no
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit
anim id est laborum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit,

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit.

doior sit amet, consectetur adipisicing €it, sed do eiusmod tempor
cididui ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco |aboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum colore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proicent, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit
anim id est laborum.

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
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Columns to consume: 24

sectetur adipisicing elit.  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit. Lorem ipsun
adipisicing €

sectetur azom ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur

or sit amet, O Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit.

sectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor

igna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud

ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
te velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

at non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit

orem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur ¢
cididunt ut labore et dolore magna aligt
pxercitation ullameo laboris nisi ut aliquip
jolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit es
cepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non pr¢
anim id est laborum.
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Let’s go extreme: 320 columns!

e \Well, we can: http://www.spry-soft.com/grids/grid/?
column_width=2&column _amount=320&gutter width=1

e But it makes no sense (or actually it’s nonsense).
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Best column solution:

Check in with
designer
Roll your CD

Jse minimal
ficient column
count

39


http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/
http://nood.org/

Gutter model

margin vs padding
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Gutter model: CSS margin

.container_1 {
—  width: 80px;
column margin-left: 10px;

margin-right: 10px;

float: left;
background-image: [url];
CSS margin
gutter

Where is my shadow?
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Gutter model: CSS padding

CSS padding
gutter

.container_1 {
width: 80px;
padding-left: 10px;
padding-right: 10px;
float: left;
background-image: [url];

OK, it’s here now
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|[E6/7 CSS Issues

e There will be a few depending on exact grid framework.

e Hurray! We have IE fix in separate CSS file!

e But IE can handle only about 30 CSS links (including @links in CSS).
e Advanced Drupal site can have “slightly” more CSS files than that.

e Some will have IE issues some not.

e \Why would you care about IE6? In many corporations it is still the default one
with up to 60% users (esp. in finance).

| OO
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The bottom line

e (Grids are nice for communicating design and layout as well as for
prototyping.

e Grids may become a trouble in many cases if used with (just!) default
settings/code.

e Create and use the your own grid for your team or even a project.
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That’s it for now.

Whoat"? Just testing
new layout model...

I
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